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only the rich. I wrote: ‘One provision
cited by liberals as a benefit to the rich
is a 50 percent reduction in the capital
gains tax, a tax on profits from the sale
of property. However, according to IRS
figures, 77 percent of those that would
benefit make $75,000 a year or less,
helping anyone with a farm, small
business, real estate or long-term in-
vestment, such as retirement savings.’

‘‘Again, thank you for publishing
most of my original editorial and al-
lowing me to share these additional
points with your readers.’’

I was hoping that they publish this
letter. As of to date it has not been
published.

Anybody can be wrong in their judg-
ment. They can be wrong in their opin-
ion. But I truly believe that any time
the fourth estate decides to take it
upon themselves to edit pieces that
they have the option of not publishing
at all, if they are going to edit, I feel
they have the obligation to go back to
the person that wrote it. If they are
not going to do that, then I think they
should put a notice on the letter to the
editor, the op ed piece or what have
you, that it has been edited. I think it
is only fair.

I know I have had lots of people write
letters to the editor and send me a
copy of it. Then when I read it in the
paper, it is not even close to what they
wrote, but yet there is nothing in that
paper that says that it has been edited.

I am sure that almost every Member
of Congress and a lot of people under-
stand exactly what I am talking about,
and I would ask the editors, the pub-
lishers of newspapers, on their own, to
make it a policy that they never edit
on anything that is submitted to them;
that they never edit without going
back to the person that wrote it, give
them a chance to either correct it or at
least, if they do edit it, to do like most
books will say if a book is edited. It
will say on that book, edited by some
individual.

I think it is only fair. I think that
failure to do that, actually, denies, in
effect, the citizen’s right of the first
amendment, which is the right of free
speech. I feel that the No. 1 thing that
makes the difference of where we are in
this day and age is that we have almost
instant communication through the
television, radio, and daily newspaper.
Without that, 200 years ago I do not
know whether this country or any
other country could withstand the
things that are going on now because
their citizens would not have been in-
formed that it very well could be too
late.

I think we are dependent upon in-
stant communication and communicat-
ing with our citizens, informing them.
Disagree with the opinion, that is fine.
Do not publish it, but do not edit it.
Because, in effect, that writer is denied
his or her right of free speech.

Naturally, I guess somebody that
wanted to be a little facetious could
say, well, buy your own newspaper.
Well, maybe. I think we have an obliga-

tion, and I would hope that we could
get a voluntary commitment, because
without a voluntary commitment, I
think that even though I am one that
says we ought to repeal a lot of laws
instead of passing a lot of laws, I would
have to recommend and introduce leg-
islation that would require by law
what we just talked about; either do
not publish it, notify the writer that it
has been edited and get their approval
first, or put a disclaimer on it.

I think that is only fair and I think
that supports the first amendment
rights of individual citizens, and I
think that it is essential that we are
able to communicate and inform the
people that are counting on the media
to tell them the truth. That is all I am
asking.

Mr. Speaker, I apologize again to the
staff for having to stay while I talked
about what I think is one of the most
serious things that can happen. If we
cannot count on our media to be accu-
rate, this country has got serious trou-
bles.

f

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. MATSUI (at the request of Mr.
GEPHARDT), for after 7 p.m. tonight, on
account of family medical reasons.

Mrs. MORELLA (at the request of Mr.
ARMEY), for after 6 p.m. today, on ac-
count of a family emergency.

f

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following legislative
program and any special orders here-
tofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. MINGE) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. WISE, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. FIELDS of Louisiana, for 5 min-

utes, today.
Mr. MILLER of California, for 5 min-

utes, today.
Mr. BENTSEN, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. HAYWORTH) to revise and
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:)

Mr. HAYWORTH, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. BUYER, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. ROHRABACHER, for 5 minutes,

today.
Mr. KIM, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. LEWIS of Kentucky, for 5 min-

utes, today.
Mr. TIAHRT, for 5 minutes, today.

f

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee
on House Oversight, reported that that
committee had examined and found
truly enrolled a bill of the House of the
following title, which were thereupon
signed by the Speaker:

H.R. 1643. An act making appropriations
for certain activities for the fiscal year 1996,
and for other purposes.

f

BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTION
PRESENTED TO THE PRESIDENT

Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee
on House Oversight, reported that that
committee did on the following day
present to the President, for his ap-
proval, bills and a joint resolution of
the House of the following titles:

On January 4:
H.R. 2203. An act to reauthorize the tied

aid credit program of the Export-Import
Bank of the United States, and to allow the
Export-Import Bank to conduct a dem-
onstration project.

H.R. 1295. An act to amend the Trademark
Act of 1946 to make certain revisions relat-
ing to the protection of famous marks.

H.J. Res. 153. Joint resolution making fur-
ther continuing appropriations for the fiscal
year 1996, and for other purposes.

f

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HASTERT). Pursuant to subsection (a)
of the first section of House Resolution
330, the House will stand in recess sub-
ject to the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 43
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess subject to the call of the Chair.
f

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XXIV, execu-
tive communications were taken from
the Speaker’s table and referred as fol-
lows:

1918. A letter from the Director, Defense
Security Assistance Agency, transmitting
notification concerning cooperation with
France, Germany, and Italy in the project
definitions and validation phase of develop-
ment of MEADS, a mobile surface-to-air mis-
sile system, pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 2767(f); to
the Committee on International Relations.

1919. A letter from the Executive Director,
Japan-United States Friendship Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s annual
report for fiscal year 1995, pursuant to 22
U.S.C. 2904(b); to the Committee on Inter-
national Relations.

1920. A letter from the Director, Office of
Management and Budget, transmitting OMB
estimate of the amount of change in outlays
or receipts, as the case may be, in each fiscal
year through fiscal year 2000 resulting from
passage of H.R. 1878 and H.R. 2539, pursuant
to Public Law 101–508, section 13101(a) (104
Stat. 1388–582); to the Committee on Govern-
ment Reform and Oversight.

1921. A letter from the Secretary, Amer-
ican Battle Monuments Commission, trans-
mitting the annual report under the Federal
Managers’ Financial Integrity Act for 1995,
pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 3512(c)(3); to the Com-
mittee on Government Reform and Over-
sight.

1922. A letter from the Archivist of the
United States, National Archives, transmit-
ting the annual report under the Federal
Managers’ Financial Integrity Act for fiscal
year 1995, pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 3512(c)(3); to
the Committee on Government Reform and
Oversight.

1923. A letter from the Chairman, Nuclear
Waste Technical Review Board, transmitting
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the semiannual report on activities of the in-
spector general for the period April 1, 1995,
through September 30, 1995, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. app. (Insp. Gen. Act) section 5(b); to
the Committee on Government Reform and
Oversight.

1924. A letter from the Chairman, Nuclear
Waste Technical Review Board, transmitting
the annual report under the Federal Man-
agers’ Financial Integrity Act for fiscal year
1995, pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 3512(c)(3); to the
Committee on Government Reform and
Oversight.

1925. A letter from the Director, Office of
Personnel Management, transmitting the an-
nual report under the Federal Managers’ Fi-
nancial Integrity Act for fiscal year 1995,
pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 3512(c)(3); to the Com-
mittee on Government Reform and Over-
sight.

1926. A letter from the Chairman, Railroad
Retirement Board, transmitting the annual
report under the Federal Managers’ Finan-
cial Integrity Act for fiscal year 1995, pursu-
ant to 31 U.S.C. 3512(c)(3); to the Committee
on Government Reform and Oversight.

1927. A letter from the Chairman, Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission, transmitting
the annual report under the Federal Man-
agers’ Financial Integrity Act for fiscal year
1995, pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 3512(c)(3); to the
Committee on Government Reform and
Oversight.

1928. A letter from the Assistant Attorney
General, Department of Justice, transmit-
ting a copy of the Bureau of Justice Assist-
ance report entitled ‘‘Fiscal Year 1994 An-
nual Report to Congress,’’ pursuant to 42
U.S.C. 3711 et seq.; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

1929. A letter from the Clerk, U.S. Court of
Federal Claims, transmitting the court’s re-
port for the year ended September 30, 1995,
pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 791(c); to the Commit-
tee on the Judiciary.

1930. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting a copy of Presidential Deter-
mination No. 96–7: Presidential Certification
to Suspend Sanctions Imposed on the Fed-
eral Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and
Montenegro); jointly, to the Committees on
National Security, International Relations,
Banking and Financial Services, and Trans-
portation and Infrastructure.

f

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. SOLOMON: Committee on Rules.
House Resolution 336. Resolution providing
for the disposition of the Senate amendment
to the joint resolution (H.J. Res. 134) making
further continuing appropriations for fiscal
year 1996, and for other purposes (Rept. 104–
448). Referred to the House Calendar.

Mr. DREIER: Committee on Rules. House
Resolution 338. Resolution providing for the
disposition of the Senate amendment to the
bill (H.R. 1358) to require the Secretary of
Commerce to convey to the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts the National Marine Fish-
eries Service laboratory located on Emerson
Avenue in Gloucester, MA (Rept. 104–449).
Referred to the House Calendar.

f

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 5 of rule X and clause 4
of rule XXII, public bills and resolu-
tions were introduced and severally re-
ferred as follows:

By Mr. STUMP (for himself and Mr.
BUYER):

H.R. 2851. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to provide for approval of en-
rollment in courses offered at certain
branches or extensions of proprietary profit
institutions of higher learning in operation
for more than 2 years; to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. TEJEDA (for himself, Mr. GON-
ZALEZ, Mr. BONILLA, and Mr. SMITH of
Texas):

H.R. 2852. A bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to repeal certain limitations on
the operation of Department of Defense de-
pots; to the Committee on National Secu-
rity.

By Mr. CRANE (for himself and Mr.
RANGEL):

H.R. 2853. A bill to authorize the extension
of nondiscriminatory treatment (most-fa-
vored-nation treatment) to the products of
Bulgaria; to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

By Mr. ROBERTS (for himself, Mr. EM-
ERSON, Mr. ALLARD, Mr. BARRETT of
Nebraska, Mr. EWING, Mr. COMBEST,
Mr. BOEHNER, Mr. CHAMBLISS, and
Mr. NETHERCUTT):

H.R. 2854. A bill to modify the operation of
certain agricultural programs; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, and in addition to the
Committee on Ways and Means, for a period
to be subsequently determined by the Speak-
er, in each case for consideration of such pro-
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. FRANKS of New Jersey (for
himself, Mr. MARTINI, and Mr. GREEN-
WOOD):

H.R. 2855. A bill to provide that the Presi-
dent, Vice President, members of the Presi-
dent’s Cabinet, and Members of Congress
shall not be paid during a Federal Govern-
ment shutdown; to the Committee on Gov-
ernment Reform and Oversight, and in addi-
tion to the Committee on House Oversight,
for a period to be subsequently determined
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. MILLER of California (for him-
self, Mr. TORRICELLI, Mr. TOWNS, Ms.
MCKINNEY, Ms. FURSE, Mr.
FALEOMAVAEGA, Ms. RIVERS, Mr.
MORAN, Mr. WAXMAN, Mr. TORRES,
Mr. MANTON, Mrs. MINK of Hawaii,
Mr. JOHNSTON of Florida, Mrs.
MORELLA, Mr. EVANS, Ms. PELOSI, Mr.
DELLUMS, Mr. LEWIS of Georgia, Mr.
BROWN of California, Mr. BEILENSON,
Mr. YATES, and Ms. ESHOO):

H.R. 2856. A bill to amend the Marine
Mammal Protection Act of 1972 to uphold the
integrity of the U.S. tuna labeling program,
support the International Dolphin Conserva-
tion Program in the eastern tropical Pacific
Ocean, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Resources, and in addition to the
Committees on Commerce, International Re-
lations, and Ways and Means, for a period to
be subsequently determined by the Speaker,
in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mrs. MINK of Hawaii (for herself,
Mr. ABERCROMBIE, Mr. MILLER of
California, Ms. PELOSI, Ms. JACKSON-
LEE, Mr. MORAN, Mr. HOYER, and Mr.
DELLUMS):

H.R. 2857. A bill to provide for relief to
Federal employees, Federal contractors, and
employees of Federal contractors for ex-
penses incurred as a result of nonpayment of
basic pay or impediments against contract
performance arising from lapses in appro-
priations; to the Committee on Government
Reform and Oversight.

By Mr. SMITH of New Jersey:
H.R. 2858. A bill to amend chapters 83 and

84 of title 5, United States Code, to provide
that any survivor annuity for a child that
terminates by reason of such child marrying
shall resume, absent any other disqualifying
event or condition, if and when that mar-
riage ends; to the Committee on Government
Reform and Oversight.

By Mr. TATE:
H.R. 2859. A bill to authorize the Secretary

of the Army to exchange a certain parcel of
real property at Fort Lewis, WA; to the Com-
mittee on National Security.

By Mr. WHITFIELD:
H.R. 2860. A bill to repeal restrictive provi-

sions of Federal law relating to colored mar-
garine; to the Committee on Commerce.

By Mr. DREIER (for himself, Mr. TAU-
ZIN, and Mr. ZIMMER):

H.R. 2861. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to exclude long-term cap-
ital gains from gross income; to the Commit-
tee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. KASICH:
H. Con. Res. 131. Concurrent resolution es-

tablishing procedures making the trans-
mission of the continuing resolution (H.J.
Res. 134) to the President contingent upon
the submission by the President of a 7-year
balanced budget using updated economic and
technical assumptions of the Congressional
Budget Office; to the Committee on Rules.

By Ms. DUNN of Washington:
H. Con. Res. 132. Concurrent resolution re-

lating to the extradition of Martin Pang
from Brazil to the United States; to the
Committee on International Relations.

By Mr. ROTH:
H. Res. 335. Resolution to congratulate the

Green Bay Packers of the National Football
League on winning its first National Foot-
ball Conference [NFC] Central Division title
in 23 years and to commend Quarterback
Brett Favre for being recognized as the Na-
tional Football League’s Most Valuable
Player; to the Committee on Government
Reform and Oversight.

By Mrs. KENNELLY:
H. Res. 337. Resolution electing Jesse L.

Jackson, Jr., of Illinois to the Committee on
Banking and Financial Services; considered
and agreed to.

By Mr. TAYLOR of Mississippi (for
himself, Mr. MONTGOMERY, Mr.
PARKER, Mr. THOMPSON, Mr. WICKER,
Mr. WATTS of Oklahoma, and Mr.
LARGENT):

H. Res. 339. Resolution to congratulate
Brett Favre, a native of Fenton, MS, for win-
ning the 1995 National Football League Most
Valuable Player Award; to the Committee on
Government Reform and Oversight.

f

MEMORIALS
Under clause 4 of rule XXII, memori-

als were presented and referred as fol-
lows:

185. By the SPEAKER: Memorial of the
General Assembly of the State of California,
relative to the release of Jimmy Tran from
prison in Vietnam; to the Committee on
International Relations.

186. Also, memorial of the General Assem-
bly of the State of California, relative to
human rights violations and political oppres-
sion in Vietnam; to the Committee on Inter-
national Relations.

187. Also, memorial of the Legislature of
the Virgin Islands, relative to adoption of
the Florida Senate Resolution relating to
the Republic of China on Taiwan; to the
Committee on International Relations.

188. Also, memorial of the General Assem-
bly of the State of California, relative to cul-
tural antiquities; to the Committee on Inter-
national Relations.
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